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bound. Numerous illustrations and a few well-executed maps 
are included. There are no footnote references, but each volume 
contains a brief bibliographical note. The indexes are quite inade- 
quate. 

Some of the volumes of the series have a special interest for 
students of Minnesota history. Stephen Leacock's Dawn of 
Canadian History deals with early man in America, the Indians, 
and the Norsemen, but makes no mention of the Kensington 
Runestone. T. G. Marquis' Jesuit Missions has chapters on "The 
Dispersion of the Hurons" and "The Missionary Explorers." 
Agnes Laut's 'Adventurers of England' on Hudson Bay is "A 
Chronicle of the Fur Trade in the North," and L. J. Burpee's 
Pathfinders of the Great Plains is "A Chronicle of La Verendrye 
and His Sons." Louis A. Wood tells the story of Lord Selkirk's 
ill-fated enterprise in The Red River Colony. In All Afloat, by 
William Wood, and The Railway Builders, by O. D. Skelton, is 
seen the connection between the development of transportation in 
Canada and the United States. 

Solon J. Buck 

History of Cottonwood and Watonwan Counties, Minnesota; 
Their People, Industries, and Institutions. John A. Brown, 
editor-in-chief. In two volumes. (Indianapolis, B. F. 
Bowen and Company, 1916. 595, 486 p. Illustrated) 

In many respects this work is similar to the histories of Otter 
Tail, Nicollet and Le Sueur, and Brown counties which were 
brought out by the same publishers and were recently reviewed 
in these pages. 1 It is apparently the work of company agents 
and local contributors under the supervision of a prominent resi- 
dent. The two volumes display the same excellence of external 
form, together with the usual admixture of good and bad in 
internal structure and content. "History" is still not history, but 
rather is it historical material partially unified in a form that 
might better be called a county bluebook. Biographies yet par- 
take too much of the character of eulogies. There is still room 
for improvement in the matter of maps, illustrations, and indexes. 
Progress, however, has undoubtedly been made, and it is to be 

i See ante 378-386. 
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hoped that, even within the limitations necessarily imposed by 
commercial considerations, the standard of future publications of 
this and other companies engaged in the production of county 
histories will more and more nearly approximate the scholarly 
ideal. 

A number of features more or less peculiar to this history of 
Cottonwood and Watonwan counties appear worthy of remark. 
The two counties are considered separately in the historical vol- 
ume, but with sufficient similarity in method and content to war- 
rant a review of the volume as a whole. A commendable feature 
of the work is the extent and variety of the sources used. Par- 
ticularly in evidence is a large mass of information gleaned from 
the most valuable and oftenest neglected source available, the 
county records. It is probable that the company was fortunate, 
in this connection, in securing as editor-in-chief a man whom long 
experience as an official had acquainted with the character and 
value of the county archives. Instead of merely dipping into the 
records or ignoring them altogether, the compilers apparently 
made an effort to search out, select, and organize all the significant 
material therein. The results obtained are encouraging. For 
example, from the office of the register of deeds is drawn infor- 
mation relating to the original distribution of the public lands, 
which, together with data to be found in the biographies, census 
statistics, and reminiscences, furnishes a wealth of material bear- 
ing upon the causes, character, conditions, and progress of settle- 
ment in those counties. Still more extensive use is made of the 
auditor's records, and especially of the proceedings of the county 
commissioners. Here were found significant facts relating to the 
organization and administration of the counties, towns, and school 
districts. These and other archival data, together with facts and 
extracts from official reports, semipublic records, newspapers, and 
reminiscences, make up an exceedingly valuable, though incom- 
pletely organized, body of historical material. 

In most cases, where passages of any length are adapted or 
quoted, the sources are duly indicated. No acknowledgment, how- 
ever, is given in connection with the chapters on the geology and 
topography of the two counties. These are evidently taken, with 
only obviously necessary changes, from Warren Upham's chap- 
ters on "The Geology of Watonwan and Martin Counties" and 
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"The Geology of Cottonwood and Jackson Counties" in volume 
one of the Final Report of the Minnesota Geological and Natural 
History Survey. Another passage, quoted, descriptive of the 
Sioux Indians, is thus tantalizingly introduced, "The subjoined 
account was written of them [the Sioux] long years before they 
had caused the pioneers of the Northwest so much trouble in their 
warfare." Omissions and obscurities of this sort could and should 
be avoided. 

The work contains a number of excellent contributed articles, 
of which C. W. Gillam's account of the "Windom City Schools" 
deserves especial mention. Some of the other material included, 
such as the chapter on "Related State History" and Dr. Asa W. 
Daniels' "Reminiscences of the Little Crow Uprising," has been 
used before in other county histories published by the Bowen 
Company. The reprinting of this material is probably justifiable, 
but the reader should have been apprised of the fact that Bene- 
dict Juni's account of his seven weeks' captivity among the 
Indians has been printed many times before. Numerous interest- 
ing stories and unusual bits of history serve to offset the instruc- 
tive but uninteresting lists of names. For example, the account 
of the two stolen townships which were once a part of Cotton- 
wood County and are now included in Brown County reveals an 
uncommon situation. Of more than local interest are stories of 
the "grasshopper scourge" of 1873-77. To outsiders and 
students of history a somewhat fuller treatment of such subjects 
as the Mennonites and the Cottonwood County Immigration 
Society would have been acceptable. 

Franklin F. Holbrook 

Proceedings of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association for 
the Year 1914-15. Volume 8. Edited by Milo M. Quaife, 
superintendent of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
(Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the Torch Press, 1916. 361 p.) 

The volume opens with an account of the eighth annual meeting 
of the association, held at New Orleans, April 22-27, 1915, in 
which are embodied a number of committee reports presented 
at that meeting. The committee on administration of historical 
societies reported that a large amount of information had been 



